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The Nonlinear Systems Organization is a research organization at The University-

of Pennsylvania«ishool of Design. Its mission is to explore wgys in which architecture can
demonstrate, test, and apply insights and theories from mathematics and the sciences—
nonlinear, algorithmic, and compleX®®in the design of material structuressacross an open-
ended range of scales, materials, and design disciplines. -

Through a comprehensive, open program of research, the NSO s structured to establish
collaborative links across academic departments and with research interests outside the uni-
versity. By transferringtheoretical scientific knowledge into the applied design arts, it seeks
to expand the h,orizong_‘o‘ra;ﬁ'gn and, at the same time, promote a broader appreciation of
these theories bysthess

In addition to t
NSO delivers a prﬁJ

earch projects of the NSO senior researchers, the

nis and publications complementing fl;g reSearch agenda.
The NSO hosts an T at bring together researchers in‘the sciences with
architects and other design professionals to identify scientifi that could be developed
into new design techniques and processes. It owc!rd h fellowships to support
the werk of outstanding individuals in the sciences and the arts, ‘and affords opportunities for

®tudents th,heinde'rgroduate and graduate fevel to meét and worK with these indisiduals. —
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The8rk of the NSO rimental and treats the activity 3aesign itself as a form of =

research. The NSO seeks to produce mew organizations f m nd lifefhat possess extra-

ordinary beauty, diversity and versaiility. By exposing scientiﬂ theorists to .oppor’runi-
s

ties of applied designiythe NSO also seeks to stimulate the fufther development @®science.
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